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Å Established in 1951 under a 50 year license agreement with South 
Florida Water Management District under the Migratory Bird 
Conservation Act

Å To promote conservation of fish and wildlife  and for other 
purposes and objectives of planned multiple land use

Å 147,392 acres, 12-21 miles, over 50 miles of levees surround 
refuge. 

Å Part held in fee title (2550 ac) the rest (WCA1) managed under a 
license agreement

Å Home to two listed spp. ïsnail kite and wood stork

Å The refuge hosts 300,000 visitors annually 

Å The refuge is an important part of the overall Everglades 
restoration 



Invasive Species Programs

Team Members:

ÅLead Biologist ïLisa Jameson

ÅMonitoring Biologist ïJeremy Conrad

Transitioning from:

ÅBiologist ïGayle Martin

ÅMaintenance ïGeorge Pelt



Invasive Species Programs

Exotic Plant Control Program
Å Description

- Applying integrated pest management techniques to control 
invasive exotic plants 

Complete initial surveys and treatment of top four species 

for the entire refuge.

Establish consistence monitoring protocols for treatment and  

control success.

Establish aggressive follow-up strategy for re-treatments and    

restoration.



Invasive Species Programs

Objective

- To achieve maintenance control of all exotic plant 

species present within the Refuge



Invasive Species Programs

Status:

Treatment efforts have increased 

Still have a significant problem



Invasive Species Programs

Start/End Dates

- 2001 to present

Funding (FY)

- $$  Annual funding of 1 million  $$ 

++  plus special funding  ++



Invasive Species Programs

Å Partners



Invasive Species Programs
Annual Summary   

Between FY01-07 $13 million has been allocated from state,        

federal, and private sources to control invasive exotic plants

on the Refuge.

Ground contractors have initially treated: 

73,000 acres for Melaleuca 

59,000 acres for Lygodium    

Aerial contractors have initially treated:

10,000 acres of Melaleuca

8,000 acres of Lygodium   

Ground contractors have re-treated:

42,000 acres  of all exotic species

For a total of treated/re-treated acres 192,000



Priority Plant Species

ÅPriority Plant

Old World Climbing Fern 
(Lygodium microphyllum)


