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Problem: Large Old World lizards
Varanidae) in the New World
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Abstract - The Nile Monitor (Varanus niloticus), the longest lizard in Africa,
was first observed in southwestern peninsular Florida in the Cape Coral area of
Lee County ca. 1990. From April 2001 through 7 July 2003, we compiled 146
sightings or captures of this species by local residents or ourselves. Numerous
individuals of all size classes have been observed or collected, suggesting the
occurrence of a reproducing population. Although our records are mostly con-
fined to Cape Coral, our data indicate that V. niloticus has recently expanded its
range northwards and to nearby islands. Because this large lizard has the
potential to disperse into nearby ecologically sensitive areas and preserves
where it could pose a serious threat to waterbirds, Burrowing Owls (Athene
cunicularia), sea turtles, and other native wildlife, population monitoring and
eradication are warranted.

Cape Coral




Status Iin Cape Coral: A large,
breeding, expanding nightmare
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Can we prevent
Nile monitors from

iInvading CISMA,
ENP, and beyond?
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What you need to know to set up an
effective monitor lizard EDRR Program:

. Biology of the critter

. Known and potential impacts

. How to find them (surveys)

. How to capture them (efficiently)
. How to euthanize them

. What to do with the carcasses

. Other issues specific to CISMA

. EDRR Success on Sanibel Island
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1. Biology of Nile monitors
In Africa and Cape Coral
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Body

Size
SVL =805 mm
Tail = 1120 mm
TL = 1925 mm
WT =12,300 g
Tail =205 mm
TL = 335 mm

WT =31g




Testis Mass
as Percent of

Body Mass
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Reproductive Cycle in Cape Coral

Eggs with yolk
Banded oviducts
Contracted oviducts
Corpora leutea

Hatchlings

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Month



Population Demography
via Skeletochronology



