
Wildlife

In

Learning

Design

Project

Lori Haynes
Project WILD/K-12 Programs Coordinator

Exotic Species Coordination | Habitat and Species Conservation
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission



Project WILD is….

• A wildlife focused 
conservation education 
program for K-12 educators 
and their students.

• One of the most widely-used 
conservation and 
environmental education 

• An international program 
found in 49 states, the 
Canadian provinces, 
Czechoslovakia, India, Japan, 
Iceland and Sweden.



Project WILD Mission

• To provide wildlife-based    
conservation and environmental 
education that fosters 
responsible actions toward 
wildlife and related natural 
resources. 

• Teaches children HOW to think, 
NOT what to think.



• Assist learners in 
developing awareness, 
knowledge, skills and 
commitment to result in 
informed decisions, 
responsible behavior and 
constructive actions 
towards wildlife and the 
environment we share.

• Take students from 
AWARENESS to 
ACTION.

Project WILD Goal



Interdisciplinary Subject Areas

Math

Art

Health/PE

Music
Language 

Arts

Science

Social 
Studies



Who uses Project WILD?

Classroom teachers, 
public/private schools

Resource agency
educators

Preschool and
daycare teachers

Museum, nature and
science center instructors

University
Professors

Youth Organization
Leaders, 
Homeschoolers

Local, state and
National park rangers
and interpreters



Project WILD Offers Educators

• Professional development workshops

• Interactive and hands-on activities

• K-12 Curriculum Guides

• Supplementary educational materials



Project WILD and 
Aquatic WILD Guides

• 129 Project WILD activities

• 50 Aquatic WILD activities 

• Interactive

• Multidisciplinary

• Includes conceptual 
framework

• Cross-reference by topic, 
grade level, activity type and 
assessment type 

• Correlated to Florida SSS



Delivery Network for Education

Project WILD 
State 
Coordinator



Facilitators are…

• Volunteers 

• Teachers

• Parents

• Park and nature 
center employees

• Resource professionals

• People with a 
commitment to 
wildlife conservation

• LIFE OF THE 
PROGRAM!



Florida Project WILD

FY 2006-07 Annual Numbers

• Volunteer Network – 150 

• Active volunteers – 70

• Volunteer hours – 1,229 (@ $25/hr = $30,725 of in-kind support)

• Number workshops facilitated – 72

• Educators reached – 1,400



Using Project WILD to Educate 
about Non-Natives

• Project WILD activities 
can easily be adapted to 
educate about non-
native species issues

• Non-native activities are 
implemented into 
Project WILD workshops

• Volunteers are kept up-
to-date about non-
native issues



Non-Native Activities
Aquatic Roots

Objectives: 

• Trace the origin of various non-
native species and how they arrived 
to Florida

• Locate their native country on a map



Non-Native Activities
Alien Contenders

Objectives:

• Define competition, predation, 
nuisance, disease, hybridize and 
habitat modification;

• Identify non-native species that 
cause problems to the 
environment or economy; 

• Describe how or why non-native 
species cause problems to native



Non-Native Activities
Cartoons and Bumper Stickers

Objectives:

• Identify cartoons and bumper stickers 
that are designed to make a statement 
about issues affecting natural resources 
and the environment

• Describe the influence of humor as a 
means for conveying information about 
such issues.



SW Florida Exotics













Plant Camp

• Week long summer 
institute for teachers 
about non-native 
plants

• FWC/Project WILD 
partnered with 
UF/IFAS – Center for 
Aquatic & Invasive 
Species to bring in 
non-native wildlife 
component



Project WILD Schools Program

• Partnership with FWC to 
help schools develop an 
ongoing commitment to 
conservation and 
environmental education 
through regular use of 
WILD activities. 

• Different from traditional 
approach in that activities  
are implemented with all 
students in a designated 
grade level(s).



Project WILD Schools Program

Provides schools with:

• Training

• Field trips

• Guest speakers

• Resources

• Nature books

• Engraved plaque

• WILD Schools flag



Project WILD Schools Program

Schools promise to 
complete:

• Seven to ten Project WILD 
activities per grade level 

• Two activities focusing on 
non-native species

• Reporting form and 
evaluation



Project WILD Schools Program

Charter Members:
•Greenacres Elementary – West Palm Beach, Florida 

Whole school

•Lakeland Christian School – Lakeland, Florida

4th grade 



Florida Project WILD Contacts

Lori Haynes, Project WILD Coordinator

8535 Northlake Blvd.

West Palm Beach, FL 33412

561/236-8431

lori.haynes@MyFWC.com

Beverly Eikeland, Project WILD Assistant

620 South Meridian St.

Tallahassee FL 32399-1600

850/488-4679

beverly.eikeland@MyFWC.com


