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Invasive Species Programs 

Objectives of the Exotic Vegetation Control Program: 

V  To achieve maintenance control of all exotic invasive 

 species within the Refuge. 

 

V  Achieve and sustain maintenance level control of 

 Melaleuca, Old World climbing fern, Brazilian pepper 

 and Australian pine by 2017. 

Å    

 



Priority Plant Species 
Old World Climbing Fern (Lygodium microphyllum)  

Melaleuca (Melaleuca quinquenervia) 

Brazilian pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius)  

Australian pine (Casuarina equisetifolia)    
            

 
Secondary Plants 

 

                          Hydrilla                       Shoebutton ardisia 

                          Water Lettuce             Earleaf Acacia 

                          Water Hyacinth           Papaya 

                          Carrotwood                 Java Plum 

 

 

 
Newly Detected Plant Species 

                                                       Torpedo Grass 

 



Priority Animal Species 

ÅPriority Animals 
Sacred Ibis - substantiated reports in roosting/nesting bird colonies 

Purple Swamp Hen - unsubstantiated report in STA1 northwest of Refuge boundary 

Pythons - unsubstantiated reports in the interior and along western levee 

Nile Monitor Lizards  - unsubstantiated report in compartment D 

Iguanas ς substantiated report at front entrance gates    

   

Å Newly Detected Animal Species: 

Currently trapping for; 

Redbay Ambrosia Beetle (Xyleborus glabratus) 

Bromeliad Weevil (Metamasius callizona)  

Gypsy Moth (Lymantria dispar)  

 

 



Pro-activities 
Participated in the North African Python Hunt 

Sacred Ibis Surveys 

Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge 

Date:   ________________ 

Time:  ________________ 

Location: ___      ________________ GPS Coordinates             

Number # of birds: ________        

I.D. accuracy on a scale of 1-10 (1 unsure - 10 positive i.d.): 

_________ 

Associated species (ex. Feeding with other ibis, wood storksé.) 

_________ 

Activity of Sacred Ibis: (ex. Feeding, flying (give direction), 

nesting, roostingéé) _________ 

Observer: ___________ 

Comments: 

Baiting for Nile Monitor Lizards?? 



 Aerial Treatments: FY 2010 

FY2009 Funding Completed in 

FY2010, December 2009    

 

 Brazilian Pepper   

              420 acres - $57,155 

 

 Melaleuca  

              300 acres - $62,550  

 

 Old World Climbing Fern  

              1,244 acres - $200,295  

 

 



Ground Treatments in FY2010 
Work Area II 

 

Awarded to: 

 Southeastern Chemtreat Inc.          

                  (SECT) 

Start Date: October 2008 

4-Airboats 

2- Supervisors 

16-Crewmembers 

End Date: November 2009 

Completed: 15,131 acres (FY10= 2,368) 

Cost/acre = $ 86.00 

Spent: $1,299,842 (FY10= $161,433) 

 



Ground Treatments in FY 2010 
  Central Work Area Contracts 

Applied Aquatic Management Inc.  

Start Date: September 2009 

4-Airboats 

4-Supervisors 

28-Crewmembers 

Completed: May 2010             

Acres = 7,310   

Spent: $853,099.82           
______________________________ 

Aquatic Vegetation Control Inc.  

Start Date: August 2009 

6- Airboats 

6- Supervisors 

36-Crewmembers 

Completed: February 2010  

Acres = 5,394 

Spent: $852,968.86         

 

 

 



Ground Treatments FY 2010  

 

Awarded to: 

Aquatic Vegetation Control Inc.        

                 (AVC) 

Start Date: February 2, 2010 

5- Airboats 

5- Supervisors 

30-Crewmembers 

End Date: Fixed Price Contract 

To complete: 8,929 acres   

Completed to date: 4,250 acres 

Cost/acre = $ 140.00 

Fixed Price: $ 1,250,000 

America Reinvestment Recovery Act                      

                       (ARRA) 

 



Summary of Treatments from: 
 10/2009-07/2010 

Aerial = 1,964 acres      Total cost: $320,000.00 

 

Ground = 19,322 acres      Total cost: $ 2,462,502.00 

 

Prescribed Fire = 10,000 acres    Total cost: Personal Support 

           

Total acreage =  31,286      Total cost = $2,782,502.00 

 

Average cost per acre = $89 

 


