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Priority Animal Species 
(see Kline for fish) 

ÅPriority Animals 
ÅBurmese python (control/suppression, containment, incipient 

eradication) 

ÅTupinambis species (Black and White tegu ï candidate for 

eradication?) 

ÅSpectacled caiman (status and distribution) 

ÅFeral pig (local control ï high value tree islands/cultural sites) 

ÅStarlings (local controlï Long Pine Key and native cavity nesters) 

ÅCommon myna (status and distribution) 

ÅSacred ibis (monitoring) 

ÅNewly Detected Animal Species 
ÅNorthern African Python (proximity alert ï candidate for 

eradication?) 

ÅNile monitor (proximity alert ï candidate for eradication?) 

ÅGiant Whiptail (proximity alert ï status and distribution) 

 



History/Background 

Big Cypress hunting trip Spring 2001 



History/Background 
www.FloridaInvaders.org 

www.nps.gov/ever/naturescience/burmesepythonresearch.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Giant constrictors:  biological profiles 

and an importation risk assessment for 

nine large species of pythons, anacondas, 

and the boa constrictor 
Robert N. Reed and Gordon H. Rodda  

USGS Fort Collins Science Center, 2009 



Pythons Removed* 
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Burmese Python Distribution* 
South Florida 

* preliminary and incomplete data under review 



Cold-induced Mortality 

2ï11 January 2010 

Only one of 10 telemetered pythons survived the 

cold snap 



Cold-induced Mortality 

59 of 99 (60%) non-telemetered pythons for which we 

determined fate survived. (between 2 Jan and 4 Feb) 



Cold-induced Mortality of Burmese Pythons in South 
Florida * 

*Paper available at no charge online in Biological Invasions 



Enhanced Visual Searching 

Basking snake 

Timing rapid responses in suitable habitats during and after 

unusual climatic events might increase removal rates of pythons. 



Python Breeding Event ς March 2010 

Female python 16.8 feet in length 



4 July 2010 



A Field Trial of Trap Effectiveness 
for Burmese Pythons in South Florida 

Figure 2 Python trap at the Frog Pond study 

site situated along the edge of a tree island. 
Figure 2 Python trap at the Frog Pond study 

site situated along the edge of a tree island. 


